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RHODE ISLAND MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: THEN AND NOW

For the May Census Data Bulletin, RISPP assessed the
latest, statewide 2010-2014 5-year ACS Median Household
Income data. The release of the 2014 5-year ACS allowed
RISPP to analyze the most recent estimates. Additionally,
the 2014 5-year data release presented the RISPP with the
opportunity to compare the most recent 5-Year ACS
household income estimates (2010-2014) to the previous
non-overlapping 5-year ACS household income estimates
(2005-2009) for the first time. The data was analyzed to
identify municipalities that experienced an increase or
decrease in real (inflation-adjusted) median household
income, as well as detect trends within the 2, 5-year
estimate periods.

NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND STATE OF RHODE ISLAND:
2010-2014 5-YEAR ESTIMATES

The 2014 5-year ACS estimate for median household
income in the U.S. was $53,482. In Rhode Island, the 2014
5-year ACS estimate for median household income was
$56,423. While Rhode Island had a higher median income
than the national median, it was below the median income
of the Northeast Region, which was $60,501.

Within Rhode Island, 32 of 39, or 82% of RI municipalities
had higher median household incomes than the national
median, while 31, or 79%, had higher medians than the
state median income and 29, or 74% of municipalities had
higher median incomes than the Northeast region.

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES IN THE STATE 2010 -2014

Barrington had the highest median household income in
the 2014 ACS estimates. In 2014, Barrington was the sole
municipality in the state with a six-figure median
household income of $103,937. See Figure 1 for a map with
Rl municipal median household income data.

Richmond and Jamestown had the next highest median
household incomes in the state in 2014 with estimates of
$96,533 and $95,833, respectively. East Greenwich and
New Shoreham rounded out the top 5 in the 2014 ACS 5-
year estimates.

The municipality in the state with the lowest median
household income was Central Falls at $28,842. Central
Falls, Woonsocket, Providence, Pawtucket and West
Warwick have the five lowest median household incomes
in the state within the 2014 estimates.

Low educational attainment among residents is likely
contributing to the declining incomes in these urban core
cities, as they all are below the statewide average of 31.4%
for the population 25 and over with a bachelor’s degree or
higher. This correlation is even more evident as Barrington,
which has the highest median household income in the
state has 67.5 % of the population 25 and above with a
bachelor’s degree or higher, while Central Falls, with the
lowest median household income has just 8.0%.
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FIGURE 1: MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME 2010-2014.



FIGURE 2: RHODE ISLAND MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: 2005-2009 AND 2010-2014.
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COMPARING REAL (INFLATION-ADJUSTED) MEDIAN
HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN RHODE ISLAND 2005-2009 AND
2010-2014

As noted above, the 2014 ACS estimates presented data
users with the ability to compare two non-overlapping 5-
year ACS estimates (2005-2009 and 2010-2014) for the first
time since the ACS began. The RISPP staff compared and
analyzed the two 5-year ACS estimates to identify changes
or trends at the municipal level between the two times. To
compare these two non-overlapping periods, 2005-2009
and 2010-2014, RISPP staff developed a table (Figure 2)
that lists each RI municipality and their real median
household incomes in the 2009 and 2014 5 year ACS
estimates. The data within Figure 2 was derived from ACS
Table B19013.

In an effort to compare change amongst the two 5-year
ACS estimates, the 2005-2009 estimates were adjusted to
2014 dollars by multiplying the estimates by 1.1034264
(Consumer Price Index Research Series).

Real median household income in Rhode Island fell
between the 2005-2009 ACS and 2010-2014 ACS,
decreasing by 9% from $61,316 to $56,423: This decrease
in real median household income is consistent with a
negative percent change in the United States (-5.7%) and
the northeast region (-9.4%).

The data between the 2005-2009 and 2010-2014 ACS
suggests that there is consistency amongst which
municipalities round out the lowest 5 median household
incomes in the state. While there is slight consistency
within the top 5 highest median household incomes in both
estimates (Barrington and East Greenwich make the top 5
in both time periods), Central Falls, Providence,
Woonsocket and Pawtucket had four of the lowest median
household incomes within the 2005-2009 and 2010-2014
5-year ACS estimates.

Of Rhode Island’s 39 municipalities, 30, or 77% experienced
a decline in estimated real median household income
between the 2005-2009 and 2010-2014 5-year ACS
estimates. Nine municipalities, or 23% experienced a
positive change in real median household income between
the 2009 and 2014 5-year estimates. The municipalities
that that had a positive change in median household
income are depicted in orange and red in Figure 3.

Municipalities exhibiting the greatest increase between the
two ACS periods include: Richmond (16.2%), Tiverton

(16.1%) and Jamestown (10.8%). According to Rhode Island
Department of Labor and Training's State of the State
report, Richmond's increase is consistent with the 6%
population growth the town has experienced from 2000-
2014. Richmond's employment has also increased by 13%
between 2009-2014, while employment in the state has
only increased by 3% and in 2015, Richmond had an
unemployment rate of just 3.6%, compared to 6% for the
state.

Conversely, Little Compton (-13.1%), Central Falls (-13.9%),
and Woonsocket (-14.1) tallied the greatest negative
change between 2009 and 2014. For a comprehensive
map of Rl municipalities and the percent change in median
household income between 2005-2009 and 2010-2014, see
Figure 3 below.
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FIGURE 3: REAL MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME, 2005-2009 TO 2010-
2014 PERCENT CHANGE.




